ter XXX VII
THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE GREAT PENINSULA
OF EASTERN ASIA
OHINA is a very large country. It has a circumference of 8000
miles, a distance of about equal to the diameter of the globe, and
it is larger than the whole European continent
The Chinese people form folly one-fifth of the total population
of our planet, and they knew how to use gunpowder and how to
write letters at a time when our ancestors still painted their feces
a pale blue and hunted the wild boar with a stone axe. To give
an adequate description of such a country in a few pages is out of
the question. All I can give you is a sketch, an outline. The details
(if you arc interested) you can afterwards fill in for yourself for
there is enough literature on China to furnish two or three libraries.
China, like India, is a peninsula, but a semicircular peninsula,
not a triangular one. In another very important way it is different
from India. There is no great mountain barrier on the north to
act as a protection. On the contrary, the mountains of China re-
semble the fingers of a hand stretching out westward. In conse-
quence thereof the rich Chinese plains bordering upon the Yellow
Sea have at all times been wide open to the hardy pioneers of
central Asia.
In order to overcome this handicap, the Chinese emperors of the
third century before our era (the period during which Rome and
Carthage fought for the mastery of the Mediterranean) con-
structed a gigantic wall, over 1500 miles long and 20 feet wide
and, in places, 30 feet high, which ran all the way from Ae Gulf
of Uao-tang to Kia-jii-kwan, just west of Su-chow on the bor-
ders of the Gobi desert
This brick and granite barrier has done its duty well and honour-
ably, la the seventeenth century it fell before the onslaughts of the
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